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FROM 


William Penn 


Proprietary and Governour of 


PENNSYLVANIA 


In America, 
COMMITTEE 


OF THE 


Free Society of Traders 


of that Province, reliding in London. 


CONTAINING 


A Glheral Deſcription of the ſaid Province, its Soil, Air, Water, Seaſons and Produce, | | 
oth Natural and Artificial, and the good Encreaſe thereof. 


Of the Natives or Aborigimes, their Language, Cuftoms and Manners, Diet, Houſes or Wigs 
wams, Liberality, eafte way of Living, Phyſick, Burial, Religion, Sacrifices and C anties,” 
Feſtivals, Government, and their order in Conncil upon Treaties for 
Land, &c. their Fauffice apon Evil Doers. 


of the firſt Planters, the Dutch, Fc. and the preſent Condition and Setelement of the 
faid Province, aud Courts of Fuſtice,C*c. 


As alſo an Account of the CITY of 


HILADEBF REA 


Newly laid our. 
Its Scituation berween cwo Navigable Rivers, Delaware and Skulkill, 
WITH A 


Portraiture or Plat-form thereof, 


Wherein the Purchaſers Lots are diſtinguiſhed by certain Numbers inſerted. 


| And the Proſperous and Advantagious Settlements of the Society aforeſaid, within | | 
| the ſaid City and Country, &c. 


Primed by Appointment of the ſaid Commiree, by Andrew Sowle, at the Crooked- 
Bilet in Holloway-Lane in Shoreditch, 168 3. | 
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A Letter from William Penn, Proprietcr and Gorernour 


of PENNSYLVANIA, &c. 


2M Kind Friends, | 
—HE Kindneſsof yours by the Ship Thomas and Arne, doth much oblige me; ſor by it 
| '  Iperceive the Intereſt you take inmy Healthand Repmtacion, and the proſprroxe Begins 
-7:g5 of this Province, which you are io kind as to think may mnch depend unon 
them. Inreturnof which, I have ſent ycua long Letter, and yet containing as brief an Ac- 
count of 4y ſelf, and the £Fairs of this Province, 23 I havebecn able to make. . 

Ja ihe firſt place, 1 take notice of the News you ſent me, whereby 1 find ſome Perſons have 
had 10 jk Wit, and io much Malice, as tc report my Death, and to mend the matter, dead & 
Feſwit too: One-might haye' reaionably hop'd, that this Diffance, like Dearth, would have 
been a protection againlt Spite and Envy; and indeed, Abſence being a kind of Dear, ought 
alike to ſecure the Name of the Abſent as the Deadz becaule they are equally unable as ſuch 
to defend tiemlelves: But they that intend 24/chief, donotnle to follow good Rules to effect 
it. However, to tlic great Sorrow and Shame of the Inventors, Iamftill Alwe, and No Feſuar, 
aud i thank God, very weil; And without 7njuſtice to the Authors of this, I may venture to 
infer, That they that wiltully and falfly Report, would have bcen glad ic had been Ss, Buth 
perceiye, many Jale Stories have been Invented incemy Departure from England, which perhaps 
at thistime are noniore Aliwe, than am Dead. | 1137-1 

But if I have beca Vnkendly uſed by ſome I left behind me, 1 found Love and Refpett enougy 

vhere I came; an univerſal kind Welcome, every lort in their yay, For here are ſome of 1e- 
veral 1Vations, as well as divers Zudgments : Nox were the Natives wanting in this, for their 
Kings, Queens 'and Great Mew both viſited and preſented me; to whom 1 made {uirable 
RCturnsz &c. 4 | | 

For the PROF /NCE, the general Candition of it take as followeth. 

1, The Country itſelf in its Soyl, Air, Wazer, Seaſons and Procxec both Natural and Artifi 
cial is not to bedcipiſed. [The Land containeth divers forts of Earth, as Savd Yellow and 
Black, Foor and Rich: alſo Gravel both Loomy and Duſty. aid in ſome places a faft fas 
Earth, like to our beſt ales in England, eipecially by Inland Zrooks and RK52e;s, (God inf his. 
Wiſdom having ordered it ſo, that the Advantages of the Comntryy are divided, the Back: Lands + 
beipg generally three to ene Richer than thoſe that lie by Nawviganle Viters, We thave much of 
anther Seyi, and that is 8 black, Hajel- Mould, upon a Stexy or R-c%5 Lomton, | Ad 
T1. Lhe Arr is-{wect and clear, the Heayens ſerene, like the Sorih-parrs of Franc:, rarely 
Overesfl; end as the Woods come by numbers of People to be more clear'd, tizan it {elf will 
Refine. | | 

IH. The Waters are generally good, or tlie'Rivers and Brocks hays moſtly ,Cravel and 
Stony Bottoms, and in Number hardly credible. We have allo ineril Waters, that operate 
in ihe /ame 1anner with Barmet and North-all, rot two Miles from Philadelphia. 

IV: For the 4/515 of the Year, having by God's gcodneſs ncw lived over the Coldeſt an 
Hojteſt, thei the C/::ft Liver inthe Province can remember, I can ſay ſcmething to an Exgl:ſo 
Underſtanding. | | | | | 

iſt, Of the Fall, forthenIcamein: I found it from the 24th of Ofober, tothe beginning 
of December, as we have it ulually in England in September, or rather like an £015 mild Spring. 

Fron! December to the beginning of the Moneth called X{sreh,; we had ſharp Froſty Wenther'y 
not'foul, thick, black Weather, as our North-Exſft Winds bring with them'in England; but 
a Skig as clear as in Summer, and the Air dry, cold, piercing ard hungry ; yet 1 remember 
net, that 1 wore more Clothes than in England. The reaſon of this Cold is given from the 
great Lakes thas are ied by the Fourtains of Canads. The Winter before was 4s 71d, icarce 
#ny {ce 5t all; while this for a few dayes Froze up our great River Delaware. From that 
Monethto the Moneth called Fune, we enjoy'd a y i Spring, no Guſts, but gentl» Showers, 
and.a fine Skie. Yet this I obſerve, that the Wizzds here as there, are more Inconſtant Spring 
and.Fgll, upon that turn of Nature, thav.js Shwmeror Winer,” From thence to this preient, 
Moneth, which cndeth the Summer {commonly ſpeaking) we have had extraordinary Heads 
88 npygatcd ſometirues by Cool Sraezcce. The Wind that tuleth the Summer-ſe-/or, is the 
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Seuth-Weſt ; but Spring, Fall and Winter, *tis rare to want the wholeſome North Weſter ſeven 
dayes together : And what-ever Mifts, Fogs or Yapours foul the Heavens by Exfterly or Seatherly 
Wrwds,-in two Hours timeare blown away 3 the one is alwnyes followed by the other ; A Ree 
medy that ſeems to have a peculiar Providence in it to the Inhabitants ; the multitude of Trees 
yer{tanding, being liable to retain 44s and Fapours, and yet not ene quarter fo rhick, as I 
eX | 
v. The Natural Prodnce of the Country, of Yegatables, is Trees, Fruits, Plants, Flowers. 
The Trees of molt note are, the black Walnut, Cedar, Cyprus, Cheſtnut, Poplar, Gumwood, Hic- 


o kery, Safſafrax, Aſh, Beech and Oak, of divers ſorts, as Ked, White and Black ; Spaniſh Cheſtunt - 


and Swamp, the moſt durable of all: of At which there is plenty for the uſe of man. 


The Fruits that & find in the Woods, are the White and Black Mulbery, Cheſtunt, Walla, | 


Plumbs,Stramperries, Cranberries, Hurtleberries and Grapes of divers ſorts. The great Red Grape 
(now ripe.) called by Ignorance, the Fox-Grape (becanſe of the Reliſh it hath with unskiltul 
Pajates) is in it ſelf an extraordinary Grape, and by Art doubtleſs may be Cultivated to. an 
excellent Wire, if not ſo ſweet, yet little inferior to the Frontinrack, as it is not much unlike 
in.taſte, Ruddinels ſet ade, which in ſuch things, as well as Mankind, differs the caſe much. 
Lhere is a white kind of Huckedel, and alittle black Grape, like the cluſter-Grape of England, 
not yet {o ripe as the other; but they tell me, when Ripe, ſweeter, and that they only want 
Skiltul /7izerons to make good uſe of them : I intend to venture on it with my French-man this 
ſeaſon, who thews ome knowledge in thoſe things. Here are alſo Peaches,and very good,and in 
great quautities, not an Jzdian Plantation without them ; but whether naturally here at firſt; I 
know not, however one may have them by Buſhels for little; they make a pleaſant Drink, and 
I think not inferior to any Peach you have in England, except the true Newington. *Tis diſpu- 
table with me, whether it be beſt to fall to Firing the Fruits of the Country, eſpecially the Grape, 
by thecareand skill of Art, or ſend for forreigr Stems and Sets, already good and approved : 
It ſeems moſt reaſonable to believe, that not oly a thing groweth beſt, where it naturally 
grows ; but will hardly be equalled by another Speczes of the fame kind, that doth not naturally 
grew there. But to: /o{ve the doubt, I intend, if God give me Life, to try both, and hope 
the conſequence will be as good Wine as any Exropean Countries of the fame Latitude do yield. 

VI. The Artificial Produce of the Country, is Wheat, Barley, Oats,Ryc, Peaſe, Beans, Squaſhes, 


Pumkins, Water-7Melons, Muſ-Helons, and all Herbs and Roots 


Note, that Edeyard Jones, Son- 14. our Gardens in England uſually bring forth. | 


in-Law to Thomas Wynn, living on _ n 
the Soheits}, had 4 «<a ry SH. VII. Ofliving Creatures; F:fh, Fow!, and the Beaſts of the 
eiyationfor one one Grain of Engli/þh Woods, here are divers forts, ſome for Food and Profit, and 


Barley, jcventy Stalks and Ears of ſome for Profit only : For Food as well as Profit, the Elk, fas 
— 3 And "tis common in this 1; a4 aſinall Ox, Deey digger than ours, Beaver, Raoon, Rah= 
ountry from one Buſrel fown,toreap pnweli ug ? d i , of Wir" 
forty,often fiſty, andfomerimes ſixty. ©2155 Squirrels, and ſome eat young Bear, and commend it. 
And three Pecks of Thbeat lows an Of Fowl of the Land, there IS the Turkey (Forty and Fifty 
Aore here. : Pound weight} which is very great ; Pheſants, Heath-Birds, 

Pidgeons and Partridges in abundance. Of the Water, the 

Swan, Gooſe, white and gray, Brands, Ducks, Teal, alſo the Snipe and Carloe, and that 
in great Numbers; but the Duck and Teal excel, nor ſo' good haye I ever eat in other 
Countries. Of;F:þ, there'is the Sturgeon, Herring, Rock, Shad, Catſhead, Sheepſhead, Ele, 
Smelt, Pearch, Reach; and in Inland Rivers, Trout, lome ſay Salmon, above the Falls. Of Shel- 
fiſk, we have Oyfters, Crabbs, Cockles, Concks and Muſhels; forme Oyſters ſix Inches long, and 
one ſort of Cocklesas big as the Stewing Oyſters, they make a rich Broth. The Creatures for 
Profit only by Skin or Fur, and that are natural to theſe parts, are the Wild Car, Pamher, Otter, 
Wolf, Fox, Fiſher, Minx, Musk-Rat , and of the Water, the' Whale for Oyl, of which we 
have good ſtore, and two Companies of Whalers, whoſe Boats are built, will ſoon begin their 
Work, which hath the appearance of a conſiderable Improvement. To ſay nothing of our rea- 
ſonable Hopes of good Cod in the Bay. | 

VIII. We have no want of Horſes, and ſome are very good and ſhapely enough z\ two 
Ships have been freighted to Barbadoes with Horſes and Pipe-Staves, ſince my coming in. Here 
is alſo Plenty of Cow-Cattle, and ſome Sheep; the People Plow moſtly with Oe. 

1X. Tkereare divers Plats that not only the Indians tell us, but we have had occafion to 
prove by Swellings, Burnings, Cuts, &c. that they are of great Virtue, ſiddenly curing the Pa- 
tient : and for ſmell, I have obſerved ſeveral, eſpecially one, the wild Afirile;, the other I 
know not what tocall, but are moſt fragrart. = bt 

X. The Weeds are adorned with lovely Flowers, for colour, greatneſs, figure and variety : I 
have ſeen the Gardens of London beft ſtored with that ſort of Beauty, but think they may be im- 
proved by our Weeds : 1 have ſent a few to'a Perſon of Quzlity this Year fora tryal. 
-*.Thns much of the Counrry, "next of the Natives or Ab; Fives ; X1, The 


C5) | 

.XI. The NATIFES I $hall conſider Le Perſons, Langnage, Manners, Religion and 
Government, with my lence of their Original. For their Perſoxs, they are generally tall, ſtreight, 
well-built, and of lingular Proportion ; they tread itrong and clever, and molitly walk with 
alofty Ciin : Of Complexion, Black, but by deſign, as the Gypſies in England : They greale 
themſelves with Bears- far clarified, and uſing no defence againit Sn or Weather, their skins 
mult needs be fwarihy : Their Eye is Jittle and black, not unlike a ltraight-look't Few: The 
chick Lip and flat Noſe, fo frequent with the Eaft-1nd5ans and Blacks, are not common to them ; 
for I have ſeen as comels Exrepean-like faces among them of both, as on your ſidethe Seaz and 
truly an Jralian Complexion hath not much more of the Whire, and the Noſes of ſeveral of them 
hare as muchof the *omar. | RG. 

X I1. Their Larenage is lofty, yet narrow, but like the Hebrew; 1n Signification full, like 
Sbort-hend ir. writing, one word ferveth in the place of rhree, and the reſt are ſupplied by the 
Underitanding of the Hearer : ImperfeCt in their Tenſes, wanting in their Moeds, Parriciples, 
Adverbs, Conjuittiors, Interjettions : | have made it my buſineſs to underſtand it, that 1 might 
Dot want an Interpreter on any occaſion : And 1 muſt ſay, that I know not a Language ſpoken 
in Europe, that hath words of more ſweetneſs or greatneſs, in Accent and Emphaſſs, than theirs ; 
for Inſtance, ©aorockon, Rancocas, Ditton, Shakamaron, Poqueſſiny all which are 
names of Pjaces, ans tiave Grandeur in them. : of words.of Sweetnels, Anna, is Morher, Jl- 
{imus, - Brecber, J2EtAP, Friend, [que O2et, very good ; PORE, Bread, mettle, ear, matta, 
ns, Hatta, to have, 5it!L, ro come 3 Sepaſlen, paſt jon, the Names of Places; 'Tamane, 
Secanc,iBenanſc,vccatereus;are the Names of Perſons. If one ask them for any thing they 
haye not;they will anſwer, Matta Ne Hatts, which to tranſlate is, vor 1 have, inſtead of I have not. 

X III. Of their Cxf75 and Manners there is muck to be ſaid; 1 will begin with Ebzldren. Sa 
ſoon as they are born, they wafh them in Warer, and while very young, and in cold Weather 
to chvſe, they Plz: rhem in the Rivers to harden and embolden them. Having wrapt them 
ina Clout, tacy lay then on a firaight thin Board, a 1ttle more than the length and breadth of 
the Child; and {wac'}c it falt vpon the Board to make it traight 3 wherefore all /-a5ans have flat 
Heads; and thus they carry them at their Backs. - The Children will go: very young, at nine 
Moneths con mouly; they wear only a ſmall Clout round gheir Wafte,till they are big ; if Boys, 
they go a Filling till ripe for the Woods, which is about Fifteen; then they Hunt, and after 
having given {ome Proots of their Manhoodzby a good return, of Skins, they may Marry, elle it is 
a Shae to think of a Wife. The Grls ſtay with their Mothers, and help to hoe the Grongd, 
plant Corn and carry Burthensz and they de well to uſe them to that Toung, they mult do when 
they are Old, for the Wives are the true Servants of their Zubanas: otherwile the Men are 
very afiectionate to them. | ; Ws EB 

| &IV. When the Young Wemen are fit for Marriage, they wear ſomething upon their Heads 
tor an Advertiſement, but fo as their Faces are hardly to be ſeen, but when they pleaſe : The 
Age they Marry at, it Homen, is about thirteen and fourteen; if Mes, ſcuentetnand cighneen ; 
they are rarely elder. Et | 

| 74 V. Their Howes are Mats, or Barks of Trees ſet on Poles, in the [aſhion of an En2liſh Barn, 
but out of the power of the Winds, for they are hardly higher than a Man ; they lie on Reeds 
or Graſs. In Trav ihey lodge in the Hoods about a great Fire, witi the Mantle of Daffilts they 
wear by day, wrapt al:out them, and a few Boughs ſtuck round them. 

XVI. Their Ds: 1s Mxze, or Indian Corn, divers ways prepared ; ſometimes Roaft:d in the 
Aſhes, ſometimcs beaten and Bezled with Water, which they call Heme , they allo make 
Cakes, not uvplealant to eat: They have likewiſe ſevera] ſorts of Zeans and Peaſe that are 
good Nouriſkment; and the Woods and Rivers are their Layder. = 

XVII. If an Enrepean Comes to ſee them, or calls for Lodging at their Houſe or Wigwerr, 
they give him the beit place and firft cut. If they come ta viſit us, they falute us with an lrah, 
which 1i5as much as to ſay, Good be to you, and ſet them down, which is moſtly on the Ground, 
cloſe to their Heels, their Legs upright ; may be they ſpeak not a word more, but obſerve all 
Pafſages: If you give them any thing to eat or drink, well, for they will not ask; and beir 
little or much, if it be with Kindneſs, they are well pleaſed, elſethcy go away ſullen, but ſay 
nothing. | | | | 

X Vi 11. Theyare great Concealers of thetrown Reſenrments, brought to it, 1 believe, by 
the Revenge that hath been practiſed among them ; in cither of thele, they are pot exceeded by 
the lraliars. A Tragieal Inſtance fell out ſince I came into the Country; A X ing's Danghter think- 
ing her ſelf ſlighted by her Husband, in ſuffering another Woman to lie down between them, 
role up, went ont, pluck*ta Root ont of the Ground, and ate it, upon which ſhe immediately 
dyed; and for which, laſt Week he made an Offering to her Rindred for Arrenement and liberty 
of Marriage ; as two others did to the Kindred of their Wives,that dyed a natural Death : F * 

| _— ”" til 


| | (6] | 

cill #/:ddowers have done ſo, they mult not marry again. Some of the young Women are ſaidto 
take undue liberty before Iarriage for a Portion; but when marryed, chaſte ; when with Child, 
they know their Husbands no raore, till delivered; and during their Moneth, they touch no 
Meat , they cat, butwitha Sr:ck, leaſt they should defile it z nordo their Rusbands frequent 
them, til! that time be expired. | 

'X IX. Bur in Liberaluy they'exe?1}, nothing is too good for their friend; give them a fire 
Gun, Ceat, or other thing, it may pals rwenty h,,nds, beiore it ſticks ; /z2ht of Heart, ſfrong Af- 
tections, but ſoon ſpent ; the moſt merry Creatures that live, Feaſt and Dance perpetually ; the 
never have much, nor want much : *Wealthcirculateth Jike the. Blood, all parts partake ; an 
though none Shall want what another hath, yet exact Obſervers of Property. Some Kings have 
ſold, others preſented me with ſeveral pareels of Land ; the Pay or Preſents I made them; were 
nor hearded by the. particular Owners, but the zeighbouring Kings and their Clans being preſent 
when the Goods were brought out, the Parties chiefly concerned conſulted, what and to whom 
they ſhould givethem'? To every Xing then,” by the hands of a Perſon for that work appointed, 
is'4 Proportion ſent, ſo ſorted and folded, and with that Gravity, that is admirable,* "I henthar 
King fub-divideth it in like manner among his Deperdents, they hardly leaving themſelves an 
Equal ſhare with one of their Subjefs - and be it on ſuch occaſions, at Fefivals, or at their comms 
Meals, the Kings diſtribute, and to themſ2Ilves Laft. They care for {:1r/e, becauſe they want Hat 
lirtle; and the Reaſon is, a lire contents them = In this they are ſufficienlyrrevenged on us; 
it they are ignorant of our Pleaſares, they are alfo free from onr Pains. They are not diſquick- 
ed "with Bils of Lading and Exchange, nor perplexed with Chncery-Suirs and Exchequer-Recken- 
vgs. We ſweat and 701 to live;, their pleaſure feeds them, I mean, their Hunting, Fiſhing and 
Fowling,and this Table is ſpread every where ; they ear rwice + day,Morning and Evening; their 
Seats aud Tableare the Ground. Since the Exropeans came into thele arts, they are grown great 
Jovers of frong Liquors, Rum eſpecially, and for it exchange the richeſ of their Skins and Fars : 
If. they are beated with Liquors, they are reſtleſs till they have encugh to ſeep; thar is their cry, 
Some more, aud I will go to ſleep, bit when Drunk,one of the moF wrerchedſt Speitacles in the iorld. 

X X. In S:ckveſs impatient to be cured, and for it give any thing, cſpecialiy. for their ChiiZres, 
to whom they are extreamly netural ; they drink at thoſe times a Teray or Eecottion of fortre 
Roots in ſpring Water; and if they eat any fleſs, it muſt be of the Female of any Creature: If 
They dye, they bury them with their Apparel, be they Afenor Homer, and the neareſt of Xi 
fling in ſomething precious-with then, asa token of their Love : Their 2ourning is blacking of 
their faces, which they continue for a year : They are choice of the Greves of their. Dead; * for 
leaft they ſhould be loft by time, and fall tocommon uſe, they pick off zthe Graſs that grows upon 
them, and heap up the fallen Earth with grezt care and exaCtneſs. 

"X X 1. Theſe poor People are uuder a dark Night in things relating to Religion, to be ſure;the 
Tradition of it ; yet they belieyvea God and Immortality, without the help of Meraphyſicks; for 
they ſay, There is a great King vhat made them, who dwells tn a glorious Country to the Southward 
of them, and that the Souls of the good ſhall go thither, where they ſhall live again. Their Worſhip 
conlits of two parts, Sacrifice and Canrico. Their Sacrifice is their firft Fruits; the firſt and fatcelt 
Back they kill, goeth to the fire, where he is all burnt with a Mournful Dirty of him that perform- 
eth the Ceremony, but with ſuch marvellous Fervency and Labour of Body, that he will even ſwear 
toa foam. The other part is their Cartico, performed by round-Dances, ſometimes Words, - 
ſometimes Soxgs, then Shouts, two being in the middle that begin, and by Snging and Drwms- 
ming 02 Board dirett the Chorus: Their Poſtures in the Darce are very Antick and differing, 
but all keep meaſure. This is done with equal Earneftneſs and Labour, bur great appearance of 
Foy. In the Fall, when the Corn cometh in, they begin to feaſt one another; there have beey 
two great Feſtivals already, to which all come that will : 1 was at one my ſelf ; their Entertain- 
ment was 2 greex Seat by a Spring, under ſome ſhady Trees, and rwerity Bucks, with hor Cakes of 
'#ew Corn, beth Wheat and Beans, which they make vp ina iquareform, in the leaves of the Stem, 
and bake them in the Aſhes : And after that they fell tro Davee. But they that go, muſt carry 
a {mall Preſent in their Money, it may be fix Pence, which is made of the Boye of a Fiſh; the black 
is with th:m as Gold, the white, Silver; they callit all Wampurr. 

 XX11. Their Governmene is by Kings, which they call. Sacbema, and thoſe by Succeſſion, but 
always of the Aothers fide, for Inftance, the Chilaren of him that is now Xing, will not ſicceed, 
but his Brother by the 2orher, or the Children of his Sifter, whoſe Sons (and aiter them the 
Children of her Daughters) willreign ; for no Woman inherits; the Reaſon they render for this 
way of Deſcent, is, that their fue may not be ſpurioxs. | 
XX1!11. Every King hath his Coxncsl, and that conſiſts of all the O/dand Wiſe men of his Nation, 
which perhaps 1s rwo bundred People : nothing of Moment is undertaken, be it War, Peace, Sel- 


. ling of Land or Trafick, without adviſing with them ; and which is more, with the Young Mer 


too. ?Tis almtirabvle ro conſider, how Powerful the Kings ate, and yet how they-move by the 
Breath of their Pecple. 1 have had occaſion to be in Council with them upon Treaties for Land, 
and to 2djuft the terms of Trade; their Order is thus : The King fits in the middle of an half 
Moon, and hath his Council, the Old and Wife on each hand; behind them, or at a little 
diitance, ſit the younger Fry, in the ſame figure. Having conſulted and reſolved their buſineſs, 
the Kingordtred one of them to ſpeak to me ; he itood up, came to me, and inthe Name of his 
King ſaluted me,then took me by the hand;and told me, Zhar he was 6rdered by ki King ro Speak to 
ne, and that now it was not he, but the Ring that ſpoke, becauſe what he ſhould ſay,was the King's mind. 
He firſt pray*d me, To excuſe them that they had not complyed with me the laſt time ; he feared, there 
might be ſome fault in the Imerpreter, being neither Indian nor Engliſh; beſides, it was the Indian 
Cuftomts deliberate, and take up much tims in Council, before they reſolve and that if the Toung 
People and Owners of the Land had been at ready as he, I bad not met with ſo much delay. . Having thus 
introduced his marter, he fell to the- Bounds of the Land they had agreed todiſpoſe of, and 
the Price, (which now 1s little and dear,that which would have bought rwenty Afiles, not buying 
now ew.) During the time that this Perſon ſpoke, not a man of them: was obſerved to whiſper or 
ſmile; thie Old Grave, the Young Reverend in their Deportment ; they do ſpeak lirtle, but fervently, 
and with Elegancy: I have never feen more natwal'S4gacity, conſidering them without the 
help, (4 vas a going to fay, the ſpoil) of Tradition ; and he will deſerve the Name of W+ſe, that 
Out wits them in ary Treaty about a thing they underſtand. When the Purchaſe was agreed, 
creat Promiſcs paſt herwcen us of Kindneſs and good Neighbourhood, and that the Indians and 
Engliih muſt liven Love, as long as the Sungave light, Which done, another madea Speech to 
the /ndians, inthe Name of all the Sachamakers or Kings, fitſt to tel] them what was done ; next, 
to charge and command them, To Love the Chriſtians, and particularly live im Peace with me, and 
th: People under my Government : That many Governonrs had been in the River, but that no Governout 
bad come himſelf to live and ftay here before, and baving now ſuch a one rhat had treated them well, they 
ſhould never do him or hus «ny wrong. At every ſentence'of: which they ſhouted, and ſaid, Amer, 
in their way. - "249 | 

XX1V. The Tu7icethey have is Pecuniary : In caſe of any Wrowg or evil Fa, be it Murther 
it ſelf, they Attone by Feaſts and Preſents of their Wampon,which is proportioned to the quality 
of rhe Offence or Perſon injured, or of the Sex they are of: for in cafe they kid a Woman, they 
Pay double, and the Reaton they render;is, That ſhe breedeth Children, which Men sannot do. *Tis 
rare that they fall ont, if Sober , andif Drunk, they forgive it, ſaying, Ir was the Drink, and 
prot the Man, tht abuſed them. 

xAXV. We have agreed, that in all DiFerences between us,Szx of each fide Shall end the matter : 
Don't abuſe them, but let them have Fuſtsce, and yau win them : The worſt 15, that they are the 
worſe for the Corijtians, who have propagated their Yices, and yielded them Tradition for ill, and 
xo: for good things. But as lowan Ebbas they are at, and as glor:64s as their Condition looks, the 
Chriſtians have nor oxt-1117d their ſight with all their Prerenſrons to at higher Manifeſtation : What 
cood then might not a good People graft, where there is ſo diſtinit a Knowledge letr between Good 
and Evil? 1 beſcech Gud to inclige the Hearrs of all that come intothete parts, to oxr-livethe 
Knowledge of the Natives, by a fixt Obedience to their greater Knowledge of the Will of Ged; for _ 
it were m:{creble indeed for us to fall under the juſt cenſure of the poor ladian Conſcience, while 
weimake prof<ilion of things {© far rraufeending. 

XX V1. For their Origmnal,l am ready to believe them of the Fewiſh Race,] mean, of the ſtock of 
the Ten 7:bc5,and that for the following Reaſons; firf, They were to go toa Land net planted or 
k»own, which tobe fare Aſia and Africe were, if not Exrope ; and he that intended that extra- 
ordinary Judgment upon them, might make the Patlage nor unealic to them, as It Is not impoſ- 
ſible in it felf, from the Eaſter-meft parts of Afa, to the Weſter-mojt of America. Inthe next 
place, | find them of ike Commrezance, and their Children of ſo lively Reſemblance, that a man 
would think himſelf in Drk-s-place or Berry-ftreet in London, when he feeth them. But this 1s 
not all, they agrec in F:res, they reckon by Moons; they offer their firſt Fruits, they have a kind 
of Feaft of Tabernacles; they are taid to lay their Altar upon twelve Stones their Mourning a year, 
Cuſtoms of Women, with many things that do not now occur. | 

So much tor the Natswes, next the Ol4 Planters will be conſidered in this Relation, before I 
come to our Colony, and the Concerns of it. 

XXVII. The firt Planters in theſe parts were the Dutch, and ſoon after them the Sweeds and 
Finns, The Dutch applied themſelves to Traffick, the Sweeds and Finns to Hubandry. There 
were ſome Diſputes betwcen them ſome years, the:Dutch looking upon them as [ntraders upon 
Their Purchaſe and Poſſeſſion, which was finally ended in the Surrender made by Fohbn Rizeme, 
the Speeds Governour, to Peter Styreſant, Goyernour for the Stares of Holland, Anno 1655. 

XXV1II. The Dwuch inhabitmoſtly thoſe parts of the Province, that lie upon or near to the 


Bay, and the Sweeds the Freſhes of the River Delaware. There is no need of giving any De- 
ſcription 


{9 | 
fcription of them, who are better known there than here ; but they are a piam, Frong, snduſtrionws 
People, yer have made no great progreſs in Calrare or propagation of fruit-1 recs, as itihey defired 
rzther to have enough, than Plenty or Traffick, But i preſume, the 1sdians made them the more 
careleſs, by turniſhing them with the means of Prefir, to wit, Skensand Furs, for Ru, and 
fich frong Zigaors. They kindly received me, as well as the Ergliſh, who were few, before 
the People concerned with me came among them : I muſt needs commend their ReſpedF to Au- 
tbor:ty,and kirid Bebaviewr tothe Eneliſh; they do not degenerate from the Old friendſhip between 
both Kingdoms. As they are People proper and ffrong of Body, fothey have fine Children, and al- 
mo!{t every. houſe full; rare to find one of them without ethree or foxr Boys, and as many -Girls ; 
ſome fix, ſeven and expht Sons: Andi mult do them that right, 1ſce on Young men more ſober 
and laver;os, | 5 
X X LN... /The Dutch have a Meeting-place for Religious Worſhip at New-Cafte, and the 
Sweedes, threr, one at Chriftine, one at 7 eneenm, andone at Wicoco, within half a Mile of this 
Town! 15.: 5. | | TE 
X-XR, There reſts, that ſpeak of the Conditiox we are in, and what Serrlement we have 
made, 1a which | will be as [hort as | can; for ll fear, and not without reaſon, that I have tryed 
your Patience with this long Story. The Cownrry lieth bounded on the Eaſt, by the River and 
Bayof Delaware, and Eaſtern Sra; it hath the Advantage of many Creeks or Rivers rather, that 
runintothemain River or Bay; ſome Navigable tor great Ships, ſome for {mall Craft : Thoſe 
of moiſt Eminency are Chriſtina, Brandywine, Skiipor and Skulkill, any one of which haye room 
to lay up the Royal Navy of England, there being from four to cizht Fathom / ater. 
148% X {. The leſſer Creeks or Rivers, yet convenient for Sloops and Ketciies of good Burthen, 
are Lews, Meſpilien, Cedar, Dover, Cranbrook, Feverſhan, and Georges below, and Chicheſter, 
Cheſter, . Toacawny, Pemmapecks, Porrqueſſin, Neſhimenck and Pennberry ig the Frelhes; many 
leſſer that admit Boats and Shallops. Our People are moſtly fettied upon the upper Rivers, 
which are pleefant and iweet, and generally bounded with good Land. The Planted part of 
the Province and Territories 1s caſt into ſix Counties, Philadelphia, Buckingham, Cheſter, New- 
caſtle, Kent and Swſſex, containing - about Forr 7 hexſand Souls, 7wo General Afſzmblics have 
' been held,and with ſuch Concord and Dyſparch, that they ſate but three Weeks, and at leait ſevensry 
Ls were paſt without one Difſent in auy material thing. Bur of this more hereafter, being 
yet Rawaud New in our Geer * However, I cannot' forget their ſingular Re{pe?t to me in this 
Infancy of things, who by their own private Expences lo carly conitder'd Arne for the Pablick, 
as to preſent me with an /mpe/# upon certain Goods Imported and Exported : Which after my 
Acknowledgements of their Aﬀection, I did as freely Remit to the Province and the Traders 
to it. And for the well Government of the {aid Counties, Courts of Juftic: are eſtabliſht tn 
every County, with proper Officers, as Fuſtices, Sheriffs, Clarks, Conſt ables, &c. which Courts 
are held every ewo 7fonerhs + But to prevent Law-Suits, there are three Pexce-makers cholen by 
each County-Court, in the nature of common Arb:trators, to hear and end Differences hetwixt 
manand man; and Sprivg and Fa# there is an Orphans Cours in each County; to inipes and 
regulare the Affairs of Orphans and Widdows. | 
XXXU1. Philadelphia, the Expectation of thoſe that are concery'd in this Proviaer, is at laſk 
44:d out to the great Content of thoſe here, that are any wayes Intereſted therein: The Scrcat- 
ation is 2 Neck of Land, and licth between two Navigable Rivers, Delaware and Seulk's, where» 
-by it hath two Fronts upon the Water, each a ile, and rwo from River to River. Deleware 
is 2 glorious River, bat the Skalki# being an hundred Adiles Boatal!e above the Falls, and its 
Courſe North-Eaſt toward the Fountain of Su/quahrannak (that tends to the Heart of the Pro- 
vince, and both ſides our own) itis like to be a great part of the S:rtlement of this Age. I 
ſay little of the Town it felf, becavſe a PL AT-FORM will be hewn you by my Agert, 
in which thoſe who are Purchaſers of me, will find their V.imes and Jatereft: Bot this 
I will ſay for the good Providence of God, that of all the many Places | have icen 19 the World, 
1 remember not ene better ſeated; fo. that it ſeems to me to have beeu appointed for 
2 Town, whether we regard the Rivers, or the conveniency of the Ceves, Docks, Sprimgss the 
Jloftine(s and ſoundneſs of the Lad aud the Arr, held by the People of thee parts toe very 
good. It is advanced within leſs than a Year to about four Score Houſes 20G Coti#2t3, Hl as 
they are, where Merenants and Handicrafts are following their Yo64tions ay fait as they cang 
while the Connry-mer arecloſe at their Farms : Some of them got 2 ittie 7+ inter Corr an che 
Ground laſt Seaion, and the generality have had a handſom Symmer-Crop, and are preparing 
for their H:inter-Corn.. They reaped their Barley this Year inthe Moneth calld 244; the 
Wheat in the Moneth following ; fo that there is time in theſe paits for anchor Crop of divers 
Tbings before the Winter Seaſon, We are daily in hopes of Shipping to adi 19 07 NUYPDET 5 
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for bleſſed be God; bere is both Roozm and Accommodation for them ; the Stories of our Necegoy, 
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being either the Fear of our Friends, or the Scare-Crows of our Enemies ;, for the greateſt hard- 
ſhip we have ſuffered, 19th 5cen Sulr- Meats which by Fowl in Winter, and Fiſh in Summer, toge- 
ther with ſome Poultry, Lamo, Mutton, Veal, and plenty of Veniſon the beſt part of the year; 
hath been made very pail:->Ic. I blefs God, Iam tully ſatisfied with the Commry and Eaertain- 
ment | can get init for [ind that particular Content which hath always attended me, where 
God in his Providence hath made it my place and ſervice to reſide. You cannot imagin, my 
Seation can be at preſent free of more than ordinary beſizeſs, and as ſuch, I may ſay, Ir is a tr0u- 
bleſom Work; but the Method things are putting in, will facilitate the Charge, and give an calier 
Motion to the Adminiſiration of Affairs. However, as it is ſome mens [Duty to plow, fome to 


few, ſome to water, and ſome to reap 1o it is the Wiſdomas well as Daty of a man; to yield tg 


the mind of Providence, and chearfully, as well as carefully imbrace and follow the Guidance 
of it. | 

XXXIII. For your particular Concern, I might entirely refer you to the Letters of the 
Preſident of the Soctety ; but this I will venture to ſay, Your Provincial Sertlenzents both within and 
without the Town, for Scirtuatien and Soil, are without Exception : Your City-Lot is an whole 
Street, and one {Ke of a Srreet, from River to River, containing near one hnnared Acres, not eaſily 
valued, which is be{:des your forr hundred Acres in the City- Liberties, part of your twenty thouſand 
Acres in the Comntry. Your Tamery hath ſuch plenty of Bark, the Saw-A4 for Timber, the place 
of the Glaſs-hoxje to conveniently polted for Water-carriage, the City- Lot for a Dock, and the 
Whatery for a {ound and fruitful Bark,and theTownLemes by it to help yourPeople,that by Gods 
bleſſing the Aftairs of the Soczety will naturally grow in their Repararron and Profit. Lam ſure, 
I have not turned my back upon any Offer that tended to its Proſperity; and though 1 amill at 
Proje:ts, 1 have ſometimes put in fora tbare with her Officers, to countenance and advance her 
Intereſt. You are already ipformed what is fit for you further todo, whatever tends to the 
Promotion of i:ze, and to the Manufacture of Liner in theſe parts, | cannot bnt wiſh you to 
promote it; and the French People are molt likely in both reſpeCts to anſwer that deſign: To 
that end | weuld adviſe you to fend for fome Thouſands of Plants out of France, with ſome able 
Yineront, and People of the other Yocation : but becauſe 1 believe you have been entertained 
with this and ſome other profitable Subjefts by your Preſident, I ſhall add no more, but to 
allure you, that I am heartily inclined to advance your juſt Intereſt, and that you will alwayt 


and me 


Tour Kyjnd and Cordial Friend, 
6th Moneth, calPd Auguſt, W.;ll; am P enn 


Philadelphia, vhe 16th of #S 
168 3. 
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A ſhort Advertiſement 
Upon the Scituation and Extent of the CITY of 


PHILADELPHIA 


And che enſuing PLAT-FORM thereof. 


By the Surveyo2 General. 


bb ug He City of Philadelphia now extends in Length, from River to River, wo Ales, ard in 
Breadth near a Me; and the Governeur, as a further manifeſtation of his Kindneſs tothe 
Purchaſers, hath freely given them their reſpective Lors in the City, without defalcation of any 
their Quantities of purchaſed Lands; and as its now placed and modelled between rwo Navigable 
I Fathom 


Rivers upon'a Neck of Laud, and that Ships may ride in good: Anchorage, in ſix or e 
Water in both Rivers, cloſe tothe City, and the Land of the City level, dry and whol{om ; ſuch 


3 Scituation 15 ſcarce to be parallePd. 

The Afodel! of the City appears by a ſmall Draughe now made, and may hereafter, when 
time permits, be augmented ; and becauſe there is not room to expreſs the Purchaſers Names in 
the Draxght, | have therefore drawn Dirett5ons of Reference, by way of Nambers, whereby may 
be known each mans Lot and Place in the City. | f 

The City is ſoordered now, by the Governour*s Care and Prudence, that it hath a From toeach 
Rrver, one half at Delaware, the other at-Skulksl; and though all this cannot make way for 
ſmall Purchaſers to be in the Fronts, yet they are placed in the next Srreers, contiguous toeach 
Front, viz..all Purchaſers of one Thouſand Acres,and upwards, have the Fronts (and the High-ftreer) 


and to every five Thouſand Acres Purchaſe, in the Front about an Acre, and the ſmalter Purchaſers 
about half an Acre in the backward Street ; by which means the leaft hath room enough for Houſe, 
Garden and fmalt Orchard, to the great Conterit and Satisfaction of all here concerned. 

The City (as the 44odel ſhews) conſiſts of a large Front-ftreer to each River, and a. High- 
ſtreet (near the middle) from Eroxe (or River) to Front, of one hundred foor broad, and a broad 
Street in the midele of the City, from ſide to ſide, of the like breadth. In the Cente&t of the 
City, is a Square of Ten Acres at each Angle are to be Houſes for publick Afiirs, as a Meeting- 

| Houſe, Aſſembly or State- Houſe, Mrket- Houſe, School- Hauſe, and ſeveral other Buildings or 
Publick Concerns. There are alſo in each Quarter of the City; a Square of eight Acres, to be 
for the like Uies, as the gre fees in London; and eight Streets (belides the faid High-ſtreee ) 
thatran from front to front, and twenty Streets (beſides the broad-treer) that run croſs the City, 
from ſide to ſide ;, all theſe Streets are of fifty Foot breadth. 

Ineach Number in the Dranghr, in the Fronts and High-ſtreet, are placed the Purchaſers of One 
Thouſand Acres, and upwards, to make up five Thouſand Acres Los, both in the ſaid Fronrs and 
High-ftreet, and the Numbers direct to each Lor, and where in the City ; {othat thereby they 


may know, wheretheir Concerns are therein. 

The Front Lots begin at the Soxth-ends of the Fronts, by the Numbers, and ſo reach to the 
North ends, and end at Number 43. The Hight-ſtreer Lots begin towards the Fronts at Namber 
44. and ſo reach to the Center. | 

The leſſer Purchaſers begin at Number 1. in the ſecond Stre 55, and ſo proceed by the Numbers, 
as in the Draught ; the biggeſt of them being firſ# placed, neareſt to the Fronts. 
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